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DIANE Crump with trainer Tom Calumet before her first ever ride in 1969. (amwericasbestracing.net). 

World’s first female jock fought an uphill battle 
ANY day, at the majority of race tracks across the world, you’ll most likely find a female jockey in one of 

the races. They’ve won Group 1 races in the UK, Australia and South Africa, Triple Crown races,  

Breeders’ Cup races and classic races such as the Kentucky Oaks and Pacific Classic.  

American Julie Krone, who won 3,704 races, is en-

shrined in the Racing Hall of Fame in Saratoga 

Springs, N.Y. 

 

Yet go back in time 50 years, to the 1960s when the 

United States was coming to grips with equal rights, 

and you’ll find that jockeys’ rooms were filled with men 

and men alone.  

 

It wasn’t until 1968 that a small group of determined 

and courageous females – riders such as Diane 

Crump, Barbara Jo Rubin, Penny Ann Early and Kathy 

Kusner – stood tall in the face of the prejudice against 

them and fought victorious battles in the court system 

to gain the right to become licensed jockeys. 

 

While there were several important firsts as female 

riders gained equality with men, it was Crump who is 

recognized as the first woman to compete as a li-

censed jockey at a U.S. racetrack. 

 

Crump paved the way for a legion of women in future 

years when, undaunted by the widespread hostility 

against her for tearing down the walls of a males-only 

bastion, she rode Bridle ’n Bit in a race at Hialeah 

Park on Feb. 7, 1969. 

 

“It always impacted me, being the first female jockey,” 

said the now 68-year-old Crump during a recent inter-

view. “I have one little footprint in history that turned a 

corner not just for women’s rights, but equal rights.  

 

Maybe that opened it up for equal rights, and that’s 

important to me. Where ever you go now, women have 

the opportunity to ride and that’s awesome. It gave all 

of us a chance to do what was in our hearts and that 

to me was important.” 

 

It started in 1968 when Kathy Kusner, a former mem-

ber of the U.S. Equestrian Team, sued the Maryland 

Racing Commission under provisions of the U.S. Civil 

Rights Act and was granted a license to become a 

jockey and compete in pari-mutuel races.  

Kusner, unfortunately, suffered an injury from a fall 

shortly after winning the court case that (to page 2) 
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Why so many horseplayers 

suffer from depression 
 

ASK any pharmacist from the South of Joeys, where 

many of our Lebanese punter friends reside. Plenty 

of them are on strong-dose anti-depressants, same 

with some of the English folk from the North, the 

Dutchmen from the West Rand and whatever they 

call those okes from the East Rand. It’s heavy,  

Chinas, this game is nor for babies or cuzzies who 

have to resort to threats and baseball bats to settle 

scores. The reason for the depression epidemic is 

races like the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th at the Vaal to-

day. No matter how hard you study, something’s 

going to stick you in the bush and take your dinner 

money. That means back to loan sharks and friends 

and family for loans, eish! It’s needle in a haystack 

stuff, a guessing game but wowee, if you catch those 

exotics you’re going to be partying until the sun rises 

over the hills of Glenvista! Value (or strike-through 

depending on how you view us as tipsters), in Red.  

 

Vaal selections 
 

Race 1: (6) Rock Me Twice (8) Secret Stash (4) Dive 

Captain (4) League Of Her Own 

Race 2: (5) Frosted Gold (6) Got The Greenlight (1) 

Axios (2) Baby Let’s Mambo 

Race 3: (1) Epic Dream (2) Summer House (12) 

Jackpot Jewel (5) Lion King 

Race 4: (2) Ouro (3) Heaven’s Reward (1) Dancing 

Queen (7) Lady Lexington 

Race 5: (6) Certifiable (8) Battlecreek (4) Generous 

Notion (11) Snow In Seattle 

Race 6: (7) Life Is Good (8) Purple Diamond (3) Dan-

za (2) Great Shaka 

Race 7: (2) Topmast (7) Summer Afternoon (3) Mo-

jito Magic (1) Dewali 

Race 8: (14) Calypso Dancer (6) Oh Mercy Me (3) 

Samarra (7) Jenny McGee 

Race 9: (3) Fire And Rescue (1) Maron Bells (4) 

Paused (13) Humour Me 

FEMALE JOCKEYS (fm p1) 

 

put her career on hold, yet for Crump it created a grand 

opportunity. In the autumn of 1968, she was working at 

Churchill Downs and Kusner’s legal victory inspired her 

to pursue a license. 

 

While courts were sympathetic to her and granted her 

request to apply for a license, Crump faced stiff opposi-

tion from within the sport as jockeys, horsemen and 

track officials tried to block her and other females from 

riding in a race.  

 

The Florida racing commission refused to honour the 

Maryland ruling but it lost that argument in court. When 

racing shifted from Kentucky to Hialeah there was a dif-

ferent climate. “Hialeah was getting ready to start and I 

worked a horse out to get my license,” Crump said. 

 

 “After that, the stewards came out with a statement that 

any jockey who boycotts a race would be fined and sus-

pended for the entire meet. They were not going to put 

up with that boycott stuff. It was crazy. We had the right 

to ride and they were going to make sure we did.” 

 

Crump’s historic first ride came as a surprise to her. “It 

was a frustrating time because I knew the day was com-

ing for me to ride in a race, I just didn’t know when it 

would happen. Then one day I was galloping a horse and 

one of the riders told me, ‘Diane, you’re listed on a 

horse.’ I couldn’t believe it,” she said. 

 

“I didn’t know trainer Tom Calumet but it turned out that 

his wife told him that poor girl that’s been trying to ride, 

she needs to ride and I want her to ride my horse. So he 

named me on their horse.” 

 

While there was immense pressure on the then 20-year-

old Crump as that initial race drew near, she said she 

was unfazed by the controversy surrounding her. 

 

“I didn’t care how the male jockeys felt. I figured they 

had to get it over it,” said Crump, who added she was 

not subjected to the same threats or acts of violence 

that Rubin endured in her faiIed attempt to ride.  

“I knew it was going to happen, and I knew if I bided my 

time it was going to work out. I didn’t feel any pressure 

leading up to the race because I knew I could do it. I was 

ready. I had been on horses no one else wanted to ride. I 

galloped horses alongside all of those jockeys. I knew I 

was capable of riding in a race and had no anxiety about 

it. I was just so thrilled to get a chance to ride and to give 

it my best shot.” 

A large crowd was on hand for Crump’s race, but she 

paid little attention to the words from the crowd that ei-

ther praised or mocked her. “The crowd couldn’t believe 

it was happening. It was crazy but I was oblivious to it,” 

Crump said. “I just looked straight ahead and didn’t lis-

ten. I didn’t care what anybody had to say or thought. It 

was what I wanted to do; I knew I could do it and I loved 

riding as much as anything else in life.” 

Bridle ’n Bit finished 9/12 that day, but it really didn’t 

matter where finished. What made that race so 

important in racing history is that after more than a 

century of resistance, a woman was finally able to 

perform a job restricted to men for so long.  

 

“I was oblivious to being a national figure,” said 

Crump, who won 228 races according to Equibase 

statistics in a career that ended in 1998. “I didn’t 

care about that. To me, I have a           (cont p 3) 
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KR’s new sub-committee 
 

THE Board of Kenilworth Racing (“KR”) wishes to advise 

that it has appointed a new Property Sub-Committee 

(“PSC”) under the chairmanship of Robert Bloomberg.  

Current KR Directors Greg Bortz and Jonathan Snaith,  

former KR Director Vidrik Thurling, Phumelela CEO John 

Stuart and Mrs Gaynor Rupert who has  graciously agreed 

to lend her expertise, form the balance of the committee.  
 

The PSC is presently fully exploring all avenues pertaining to the 

KR properties and flowing therefrom investigating the best utiliza-

tion of KR’s assets and the creation of an-

nuity income for the Company.  

 

At this juncture, there has been no Board 

approval in respect of pursuing any  

developments on any of our properties.  

 

KR is currently in discussions with our legal 

advisors and will be consulting with our 

planners and environmentalists in due 

course prior to any formal decisions being 

made by the Board . 

 

Announcements will follow in due course 

when we are able to definitively report 

thereon.  - Phumelela Press Release. 

FEMALE JOCKEYS (fm p1) 

 

one track mind. When I want to do some-

thing, I’ll do it.” 

 

Crump was the first of just six females to 

ride in the Kentucky Derby, illustrating the 

huge difference between opportunity and 

equality in the minds of many involved in 

the sport. Yet for Crump, some of the chang-

es she has witnessed since her struggles in 

the 1960s and 1970s have been  

remarkable and quite satisfying.—full report 

on americasbestracing.net.  

https://www.americasbestracing.net/the-sport/2017-uphill-battle-first-female-jockey-diane-crump
https://www.americasbestracing.net/the-sport/2017-uphill-battle-first-female-jockey-diane-crump
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HORSE racing: Traditionally loved in Italy. 

A blow to Italian racing 
ITALIAN racing lurched into further crisis on  

Wednesday when the European Pattern Committee 

(EPC) stripped the country of its last remaining Group 

1 race. 

 
The Lydia Tesio (2000m) for three-year-old fillies, held late 

in the European season in November, was downgraded to 

Group 2 level. 

 

Italy, which hosted as many as nine Group 1 races in 

2006, also had their membership status in the EPC down-

graded to an 'Associate Member' with immediate effect. 

 

"The Committee welcomed the attendance of representa-

tives of the Italian Ministry for Agriculture and their commit-

ment to address the difficulties which had  

shrouded Italian horse racing and thoroughbred 

breeding in recent years," said EPC Chairman  

Brian Kavanagh. 

 

The EPC have placed certain requirements on 

Italian racing, including those relating to the 

prompt payment of prizemoney, as well as  

requirements pertaining to the regulation of their 

sport including out-of-competition testing. 

 

The Lydia Tesio is held at Rome's Capannelle 

racecourse, which is currently the subject of an 

ongoing dispute between the track's operators 

(HippoGroup) and Rome's council (Roma Capitale) 

as the municipal body is seeking a retrospective 

yearly payment of €2.5 million. 

 

Consequently, the racecourse hasn't hosted a 

race meeting since the start of this year.  

Approximately 700 horses have continued to train 

at Capannelle in the interim, making it one of  

Italy's main facilities. 

 

It's been reported that should no agreement be 

reached between HippoGroup and Roma Capitale 

by the end of February that Capannelle  

racecourse, first opened in 1881, will close  

completely. 

 

"It's a very sad, but I'm afraid inevitable, situation 

because Italian racing has been on a slippery 

slope for a number of years," retired Italian trainer 

Luca Cumani told Racing Post.  - tt. 
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CRT MIXED SALE  *  
FRIDAY  8 FEBRUARY 2019 at  

DURBANVILLE  
STARTING AT 2PM. GREAT VALUE, 
GREAT FUN and SIRE POWER. 

View catalogue on centralroute.co.za 
View catalogue on salesring.co.za 

NOTE:  

CRT SALE SUPPLEMENARY CATALOGUE 

VIEW HERE 

@turftalk1 

A well-deserved holiday 
 

HERE’s Rainbow Bridge, one of the racing 

nation’s heroes, enjoying a rest in the pad-

docks at Julia Pillbeam’s Soetendal Estate 

near Wellington. The Sun Met winner will be 

“on holiday” for about three weeks before he 

returns to Eric Sands at Milnerton and Pill-

beam said: “Rainbow Bridge came to us as a 

two-year-old when he was unraced and had a 

little niggle. He’s always been a lot of horse, a 

big boy, and he’s just relaxing in the paddock. 

He likes to have company, he walks around 

the paddock with one of our old ponies, that 

keeps him happy. He’s doing very well!” Rain-

bow Bridge’s connections are weighing up 

options for the KZN Champions Season.—tt. 

Quotes from twitter on the Darren Weir saga 

“DK Weir leads the Melbourne Metro Trainers Premier-

ship by 61 winners. That’s going to be an awkward 

awards night for RV come August.”  - Jason Fleming. 

“From my experience racing is full of great people who are 

honest, hardworking, giving, and treat their horses, staff and 

clients with the highest of care and respect. The current situa-

tion unfortunately makes it look like an embarrassing shit 

show of epic proportions.” —Wayne Anthony Waters. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
http://centralroute.co.za/next-crt-sale/
http://salesring.co.za/horses/hit-mixed-sale-feb-2019-catalogue
http://centralroute.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/CRT-SUPPLEMENTARY-FEB2019.pdf
http://twitter.com/turftalk1
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After action… satisfaction! 

THE legendary Gordon Richards, later “Sir” Gordon Richards, 

was a banner boy for Wix cigarettes in his heyday. See if you 

can read the quite entertaining script on the advert: “I  can 

smoke them all day.. I don’t get a throat irritation… I suppose 

that’s because the tobacco is toasted.”  Sir Gordon, who was 

UK Champion Jockey a record 26 times, died in 1986. There 

is no record on Google as to the cause of his death, but he 

lived until the ripe old age of 82. Maybe a puff a day kept the 

doctor away? 

The Thursday Tjuckle 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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http://centralroute.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HITMIXED8FEB.pdf

